THE GHEORGIAN SOCILTY 1IN G.B. y24 Pembridge Square,
(Tel: 01~ 229-7934 ) London %,2

MONTHIY BULLETIN N, ) ( 1st June 1969 )

A) CUMLIG BVSNTS s
The 51st Anniversary of the independent Republic of Georgia ,will be celebrated
by two cereionies :
--- Un Sunday next,8th June,at 4-00 pei2e a2t 32 Bolton Gardens S.W.5 (a purely
Georgian event ,for all Georgians and relatives yto be conducted in both
english and georgian language swith a tea and wine party )

--- On Saturday 21st June ( 4-00 p.n. exactly ,without late arrivals allowed )
xtx2% at 9 Princes Gardens y SeW.T off Exhibition Road, South Kensington )
an OFFICIAL CELEBRATION with British and Foreign speakers ,- conducted in
engiish ,- and followed by a cocktail-party.(Hosts : Dr.A.Ranishvili, liiss
Christine Bestavashvili ayd lir. David Wacznadze Jr., B.Sc.)

You are warnly welcome to both events with your relatives ,- and to bring
your friends at the official event (provided they do not hold any offieial
position in Soviet circles ) .

B) OBITUARY
Wie have the regret to announce the death of the following people ¢
¥3X I) In Great Britain :

liajor Bidzina Kutateladze , Ex- Georgian and Polish Army, on 5th iay 1969 in
London ,following a short illness , aged 79 . ie was buried on 13th uay
at Streatham Park Cenetery,london S.W.16 ( grave Nr: 42809 - 27 4 ),after
a Service by Bishop idateusz from the Byelorussian Orthodox Church .Hie niece
lirs.Tamara Gromnadzka had flown from the U.S.A.3 about 50 people attended .
I1) #kxmdx Abroad :
Princess Barbara Bagrationi , widow of the late Colonel Prince Alexander
Bagrationi ,ex- Georgian and Polish Army : died on Tth kay 1969 in iunich,.
She was buried at Bronmpton Cemetery , London S.W.5 on 19th say 9
( grave Nr: 203809 , compartuent A 113 / 39 ) ,following a Service by
the Armenian Bishop at All Saint's Church ,St John's Wood . Her daughter
Princess tiary Bagration- Ivanov had flown fron liunich with her husbond .
About 30 people attended .
Horry luke , K.Cot.G., D.Llitt., , Former British High Commissioner in
Transcaucasia (from 25th april 1920 to 30th September 1920 () ,in which
capacity He was accredited to the Independent Republics of Arnenia ’
Azerbaidjan and Georgia ,- as a successor to Sir Oliver Wwardrop . A well
known traveller ,adninistrator and author $ in his autobiography ' Cities
and den " he devoted several chapters to Georgia ,of which he remained a
friend to the end of his life, Hmxwmrmx « He died in Cyprus , aged 84 .
A Memorial Service will be held at the Grand ®imxx Priory , Church of the
Order of St.John ,in London £.C.l ,06n 5th June . ( One representative
fron the Georgian Society in G.B, shall attend it.)
III) in FRANCE : o

sirs. Baboulia Gvardjaladze:on 1lth December 1968 ,x% Abondant . Was buried
in Leuville , She was the wife of Dr.C. Gvardjaladze .
Dz, Constantin Gvardjaladze : died on 3rd January 1969 , in Abondant .
Buried in Leuville . Was an Undersecretary of State in the First Govern-
nent of Independent Georgia (iay 1918) . Sometine Georgian Representative
in G.B.,and a illenber $f our Delegation to the Peace Conference in Paris .
( He was the godfather of Dr.akaki Ramishvili )
iir, Revaz Gabachvili , a well known menmber of the National-Democratic
Party of Georgia , and a former miember of the Georgian Parlianent .,
Died in Paris on 1l4th karch 1969 . Buried in Bagneux Cemetary,near Paris.
Ingenieur Tite Abkhazava: on 27th January 1%6Y in Grenoble .
lire Chaliko Alchibaya : on 30th idarch 19Y6Y. Buried in Leuville .
iir, Gricha #iodebadze,a nenber of the Georgian Social Democratic Party.
on 2lst ilarch 1969 ,

Dr.C. Khotcholava ,a well known politiciun , - on 3rd April 1969 (Bagncux)
lr, bLeonti (Victor) “ghenti ,ex- ilember of the Georgian iMational Assembly,
and a Social-Denocrat . Died in Abondant on 8th april .Buried in Leuville.
lir, Vasso Tsouladze , ex-ilenber of the Georgian Naticnal Assesbly ,and a
well known nenber of the Sccial-Uemocratic Party. Died on....iay 1569

in hontmorency ,near Paris. Buried on 17th iiay in Leuville.

C) HNews fron France : LH
The 51st Anniversary of the Restauration of the Independence of Cdopgi
mBE woswedpniec® with great succes | on 24th iay ,in Paris ) .




BULLSTIN Nre 1 ( gontinued 1 )

GROUP SUuHER HOLIDAY IN GResci ( from 23rd July to 23rd August 1969 )
F T from Paris -to sarscilles ,then by sea (on S.S.Batory ) to athens ,
o.:: month's stay near Athens , and return : ALL INCLUSLIVE : 300 N,#,
( roughly about £25 ) » A NUMBER O YOUHG GuORGIANS FROM FRANCE , AGED
FrRO: 14 to 25 years are going together on this holiday . They asked ne
to inform about it our younger generation in Great Britain(and elsewhere)s}
they would highly welcome their company , and this would enable them all
to become friends . I don't think there is any age linit as such .
This holiday is organised by the Oriliodox Church , and probably partly
financed by it o
Fron the Georgian side , the group shall be acconpanied by the Georgian
Priast in Paris , a colourful ,charming and cultured ran , whom we all
address by " MAMAO " (i.e. Pather ) : k= Heverend Pere Rx¥. MiLIA ,
together with his wife and their two daughters aged respectively 21 and
¥XX8X 18 (one is a s*udent in Paris, the other is just finishing school
i.e. ponsing her baccalaurcat ) .
For further details , you should write direct to :

Reverend Pere Klie MnLIA ,
24, rue 4'Orleans ,
Neuilly-sur-Seine ( France)

1 have vaguely the (personal) impression that this place near Athens
right either be a village where all inhabitants are Georgiuns and still speak
georgian, or it couldbe the tiount Athos (but I rather doubt as our wonastery
has been taken over by Greek ncnks a long tire ago

V1SIPORS FRO: T:id YOUNG GHORGIAN GBN<RATIUN LK FRANC: TO Bis SXPECTLSD Ik G.B.
THIS SUsbiliR 3

1) .iss Cato Odichelidze ¢ She has sent in her application to come to G.B.
for one year from lst Sept. , as an assistant-teacher in french . but her
application has apparently been directed fronm wondon to Scotland ! This would
be rather unfortunate forall of us . I an expecting to hear fron her ,in case
we could sonehow manage %mxx to get her appointed in London .

2) Laurent iiaskidachvili , age 13 , grandson of Lida , and son of Baaire o
e will be staying in the Isle of wight for %3 weeks ( ? in July) ,then he
will be coning to London for one week with his father . 1 met hin last week:
he is likeable and looks intelligent . He speaks french ,but no georgian .

e may know georgian dances, but I am not sure .

3) Laurent Tchkoidze ,age 18, of : rue de Leuville,

91- St. Germain- les- Arpajon . :

e is a suverb soloist dancer of the Lekouri (and other naticrnal dances) @
#eil built ,with a short beard and a rather short moustache , he aade &
very strong impression on all ,last week at the Celebration of Z6t. ilay In
Faris . I% is easy to understand why his style was so fluent 3 he hns been
wxk cooched in the past by Chota Abachidze (who has brought up neqs!

cly all
the prewpious younger generation as anataur dancers in Paris - buti is now
cold shouidered by nost parents for sone reasons beyond ny comprehension ; ¥
ile may understand soce georgian . I an writing to him to find out for how
long he is coning , when and in vhich part of G.B.
4) Alexis Roukhadze ,age 23 . Pall,thin and handsome,without a moustache «
Very gifted with his hands ,he is at present a morocco-leather tanner : for
family rcasons he hato discontinue his gstudies 2 years Before the baccalau-
reat ; tggether with his brother he completed his military gservice in the
Frend Arry last year . They have a sister aged about 21 . all three danced
ags a trio a georgian dance at the 26th May in Paris ,and produced the best
performance ( having been the only ones coached for this time by Abachidze Yo
Llexis is a most likeable young man , of fine personality and good manners ,
( like his brother mitx and sister) ; he may be going first to Georgia in
July for two weeks ,- then he is intending to come either to G.B. (or to go
to the U.S.A.) for one year at first : he wants to find some sort of a job ,
which woanld enable him to earn his living and to pay for his further studies
in the evening . lie wants to learn English fluently ( having learnt sone at
school) , to study English history and culture ; he is specially interested
in litter ature and philosophy , and intends to take up thereafter writing
as a career { either as a writer Or a journalist). This seems rather odd at
first glance , but I think he is genuinely interessed and a hard worker .
He made a most excellent impression on ne , and I am prepared to vouch
personally for hin . ie should give him a chance , and if anyone aIor t
has a bright idea about it , L would warmly appreciate any suggedtion BT
advice you would care to forward to me . ) By

b




_BULLETLN Npo A ( Continued 2 )

The cekbration of the 51lst anniversary of the INDIPoN
in FRANCE ( on 24th ilay ) took place in the elegant and expensive Hall des
~iear3 ,near Les Chanps £lysees in Paris . About 400 people were present ,
~11 were Georgians (of which about half belonged to the Hew Generation
born in France § - ''he guest of honour was Prince Achille .mrat (whose grand-
-nother was Salone Dadiani): he had lived in Georgia until the age of 20 , had
left it in iarch 1921 , and told us with emotion how he had lately visited
Georsia ,and how he had on his own nmanaged to find the house of his grand-
-pancents ,-and wvhat a @elcone he had received from the inhabitants of his
village whanhe had told then he was Salone's grandson .

Phree distinguished Frenchnen delivered thereafter remarkebly lucid and
erotional mpamhimz speechiks j- they were followed by a fiery speech by a
Hungarian, then a Pole { all spoke in Prench). Finally our poet Giorgi Kipiani
spoke in Georgian . the President of the Georgian Association in France (and
organiser of the EGm¥lrxiixx Celebration) ir.Levan Zourabichvili declared that
as tine was getting short he would forego his own long speech he had preparad,
and middx added with a touch of humour " that it was a blessing for all ,but

more so for the Soviets ,as he had some very hardh things to say about then
and knew by experience that his full speech would be known in Tbilissi within
o day "o
The (Georgian and French National fAnthen were then sung by a Young Georgian
Choir . One of the previous French speakers then atcod up and declarcd with
erotion, that he now understcod for the first time that " ba marseiilaise
wes in fact an international hynn for the Liberation of all dations " .
During this tine the audience were seated in small groups at tables and
were having supper with "pierachki" , "srtsivi? and wine or Champagne 0 =0%
fairly great expense . lt was difficult to wmove about,to go and neet peoples
Often the bestwxzx we could do was to wave to each others .
Prxm The sccond part of the progranme consisted of Georgian national
dances perforred in gxmpx groups by the dew Georgian generation ; they had
been ®mx coached by an ex-pupil of Abachidze ( I am not sure of her naue s but
I think it is Helenc aweliava ). This lasted over two hours : it was most
entertaining and very touching . I renained speechless und could cnly say in
ry heart "thank you" to our new generation .

K Q% XXX XK A RELIGIOUS CurREMONY took place on monduy 26th iny ,at 4-00
in the Georgian Church of St. #dino { 4% rue Francois Gerard , PARIS 16)
This was one of the most noving and dignified cerenonies 1 ever witnessed
ny life s A PRaYBR wAS BElNG SALD FOR T FUTURS ReSTAURATION OF 7Lk
TiDEPENDENCS OF GJ0RGLA « Our dational flag was laid on an elevated small
piedestal , in front of the cntrance to the Altar . ve were all surroundiifg
it in a seri-cimcle , candles were burning on the sides . At firs% . "uinn
( Archipretre kelia ) blessed the MNational flag according to our ritval o
Later , facing us fron the door to the aAltar , he delivered ( in french jin
his relaxed nanner a sermon on the actual significance of the 26th siay for
the Georgian Netion , as seen through the context of our past history , and of
j4s moral stirmlus in the fight for the future pestauration of our lndepen=
-dence . This was one of the best ,and nost unbiased ,surveys of this problien
which I have ever come across . = Then the liass continued with various
prayers acconpe~ied by the nelodious voices of our Georgian Choir , and
various hyrns .
1 came out very noved and as if I were in a drean » i certainly felt

I was sonchow a better Georgian now {

Yea nay feel that L have given undue proninence to these events in
France . What I actually an trying to convey to you all is the political
sradition and naturity of our Enigration in Prance as_a whole , the nuizerical
superiority of the older and of the liew generation there , and the opportunity
of reeting alnost all of thern together which is provided by the 26th wmay
( and the Chrisiras celeobration);- firally, the pacifying and unifying
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influence of the Georzian Church in Paris upon our Kidgration , thanks to the
dignified personality of our " liamao "
I though% therefoms worth my while spending a few hours in editing

43

this for you , sc that on one nend you might sense what I felt , and on the
cther you nmight feel enclined to travel at that tire %0 Paris sonetime in
the future .

Incidentally , xxxxxx while in Paris , 1 was asked by several people
what was the present atnosphere arong Georgians in gngland j 4 replied
unperturbed,that " longlasting peace and mutual love and understondin,
vere wexx reigning over us all , as always " . ( I dedicate tpis relar t
one or two "internittent culorits " ,who at tinecs tend to forget that dgur




_BULLETIK dr, I (_continued 3 )

fire# ard foremost mxx aim in G,B. is to cenment gradually s nutual respect
and v lerdehip an ong"‘t all (J@OI“"id.nﬂ ( and their relatives) ,irrespective of
ali bovriers , while mafmm naturally re +aining ouvr wide pyrsoral differences
cf opinicn on M“WV problems a0 that we all come to feel one d“J tuoy we

are rTerily becone membars of a LWTg“ and close " Georgian fanily" in GoD.

I feel confident that we can ful?:.l this ain , provided we all try
constantly to show womhrut*oJ and undorstanding for others ,- and that one or
two ; z A g : gundersitor i

'..‘1‘“.;":‘_~
renowned oz its moderation and
religious be. s of other pL»AhO\;,
“:ivilege to bs able to forgive other
animosity lasting over &3
.Ld to have to point this out s
in defence of the right of LVERY Georgian in G.B. to beloy
society o And I issue a fornmal warning that, should the 2
or two peopie not cease henceforth in that respect 1%
ctive co;nir mensures to neutralise their disruptive
. We ave nunerically so few Georyjans in G.B. h
b cnable us to carry out " effective propag randa for th
Neorsisn Nation " , we must mugsisr ever :1nglc Georgian
Sthtoer of Georgia we can lay our hands on - We heve on
age in being a XXX smeall commuauty ¢ this gives us :
I vation of all xexx Members .- and it 1is also eagier to knit &
guty ‘together .
cannot aii at achicving big things . We can however do a certain
of ewall things , p;oVided eve"y one does a small anouni of wo”k
sntiy ( in a fl”ld e or she may choose ). "€ shall then all ha
f;cu¢on of having done sonething .
11 be subrnitting to you all , a modest plan of action for your
consideration : you will be free to choose whatever field of activity suits
your desire , ability, time available , social contacts oOr you Cj nions
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